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Calrossy Frequently Asked Questions – March 20, 2020

Why is School still open?

Prime Minister Mr Scott Morrison and State Premier Miss Gladys Berejiklian have stated that all schools should remain 
open, unless individually advised by Health Authorities.
What measures has Calrossy taken to safeguard all students?
Our school is following all advice provided by the Chief Medical Officer and Federal/State Health authorities.
•    Restriction of events to under 100 people inside and 500 outside
•    High quality hygiene and handwashing
•    Social distancing
•    Students and staff who show symptoms of colds/fever must stay home
•    Visitors to school are restricted and non-essential services have been cancelled
•    School pick-up to be from Kiss and Drop zones only
•    Postponement of Expeditions, Camps, Sporting & Cultural activities
•    No food from home to be shared with others, including birthday cakes

What happens if someone is unwell?

Sick students must not attend school. We ask parents to make this choice rather than relying on the school to decide. Stu-
dents who are suspected of being unwell during the day will attend the campus Health Clinic. Unwell staff stay at home.

What about boarders?

We are taking special care of boarders. Each student is being temperature tested daily before attending school. Food 
preparation standards are at the highest possible level. Communication is being provided regularly to parents.
Students who are sick will go home. 
In the event of a decision made to close the school, parents are asked to have arrangements in place for students to be 
collected.

What if someone at Calrossy contracts Coronavirus?

We will be notified by health authorities and immediately inform the school community. Assessment of risk takes place. 
Calrossy will follow advice of the NSW AIS and health authorities. The infected person will be entirely isolated. We will 
enact the second level of our school action plan.
The experience of other schools where this has occurred is that a temporary closure has taken place to ensure best care 
for those affected and to ensure that all steps were taken to minimise wider infection.

What if a Calrossy Child or staff member has been in close contact with someone who contracts Coronavirus?

As per Department of Health regulations, any such person in contact with a confirmed coronavirus case must imme
diately be isolated for fourteen days. 
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The moment the school becomes aware of such an incidence, we will enact the second level of our school action plan, 
informing the community of the report and planning our response. Careful risk assessment will be taken as well as acting 
advice from Health Authorities, including consideration of possible closure.

What if a Calrossy Child or staff member has been in close contact with a traveller recently returned from overseas?

According to Australian law, all persons entering Australia from Monday 16 March must self-isolate for 14 days. The pen
alty for not doing this is $11 000 and is a police matter.

Health regulations do not restrict a family member of a traveller from attending school, unless either the person who has 
travelled or the child/staff member attending school shows symptoms. In that case self-isolation is forced.
Will our School close?

The Prime Minister has requested all schools to remain open. The three reasons that might change this are:
1.      Direction from the Government or Health Authorities
2.      A case of infection in the school community
3.      A school-based decision based on best interest for the health and wellbeing of students and staff. 

We continue to take advice from AIS NSW and Health departments.

What Happens if School Closes?

Our fabulous staff have spent several weeks planning for such a possibility. We are ready to go with continuation of les-
sons and classes remotely. Utilising the HUB, Zoom and SeeSaw technology, lessons will continue for as many students as 
possible. The learning will be different to normal. It will be age appropriate with details provided to parents and students, 
should it become a reality.
We ask that students take devices with them each night and keep as many learning resources accessible. The school is 
also surveying families to test bandwidth, data limits etc.
Should a closure eventuate, the school will require one working day prior to the implementation of online learning.

What happens if I am keeping my child at home?

Your child can keep up to date with lessons and learning material via The HUB and SeeSaw (Primary only). In some circum-
stances, Senior students can remotely connect with their class via Zoom.
Parents are invited to contact their child’s Leader of Wellbeing (for Years 11 & 12) or Stage Co-Ordinator (Years 7-10) to 
discuss arrangements for continuing the child’s learning. Please do not email teachers individually for work as they are 
currently busy getting on with the important task of teaching.
Parents in this situation will need to apply for leave, citing Exceptional Domestic Circumstances.

How do I know what is going on at School?

Calrossy has included a special section on our school webpage to keep parents up to date. A section of the HUB has been 
established for parents and we are also using our social media channels. Please check these regularly.
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What happens to Secondary Assessments?

Year 11 and 12 teaching and learning continues as usual. Should a student be sick, they must stay at home and apply for 
misadventure in the normal way. In the short-term we will not insist on Medical Certificates and parents can notify us in 
the case of sickness.

For younger students, term-long assessments and major projects will be submitted as usual. Tasks will be reported upon 
at the end of Semester. Some assessments may be modified or reconsidered by staff as non-assessable, but all work must 
be completed regardless.

I have heard that ……

Rumours, stories and innuendo are inevitable in any crisis or emergency. In the same way that panic buying is not rational, 
some stories are not based on fact or truth. This applies to students at school (who inclined to believe everything they 
hear), parents, social media (some of which is toxic) and even the media. My encouragement is to test everything carefully.

Given the current situation, I urge our community to remain calm, base any opinion/action on fact and seek help if you 
are concerned. If you are worried about the wellbeing of your child contact the class teacher (Primary) of your Secondary 
Leader of Wellbeing. Our Health Centre and Wellbeing team remain committed to supporting our community.

My other advice is to keep things in perspective and maintain life as normal as possible for our children and families.
Please keep our school community in your thoughts and if you are a ‘praying person’, ask God for collective wisdom as 
we strive to be wise, safe and supported.

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth gives way 
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their 
surging. Psalm 46: 1-2.

Mr David Smith
Principal, Calrossy Anglican School


